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PALe ‘Fe NOe SP/118/44 


Te Clears 
PAVING. C.0. REF, No. 751728/48 
From the High Commissioner for Palestine. nt 
To the Secretary of State for the Colonies. : \ 
16th February 1948. Siac ce % > 
Ri oes | Reg Me. 
125 
Ok cose ncoiees Saving. ates a a 
F 26 “6 1348, 
Your saying telegrems no.28] of 1947 ond 60 
of 1948; Affairs of the Orthodex Patriarchste. 


gd te errive at s settlesent of the 
et dispute between the Orthedex Petriarchate and the 
Arab Orthedex Community have been eontinued by the District 
Commissioner, Jerusslem District, end@ the Seliciter General. 
Owing to the uneaupromising attitude sdopted by both perties te 
the dispute on the essential problem of whether or not the Areb 
leity should have en sutheritative voice in the management end 
aéministretion of the properties of the Fatrierchete, there is 


little or ne hope of agreement being reached. 


Be The Areb leity have mede many concessions 

from their original demends: end the Patriarchate, under the 
moderating influence of His Beatitude the Patriarch, come very 

neer to arriving at agreement. It may be significent thet the 
Hellenic elements i° the Patriarchate sppesred to receive new 
inspiration shortly after the sppointment of the new Greek Consul 
General, Me George Kapsambelis, snd have become more recalcitrant 
end less reasomable in their insistence on the Arab laity having 
no rights whetscever in the menagement of the properties of the 
Patriarchste. Recently, the Greek Consul Generel peié a brief | 
vieit to Athens, and there csn be no doubt thet the present repre=- 
sentetions mede to His Mejesty’s Government by the Greek Ambessedor 
in Lenéen end by the Archbishop ef Thysteirs are e direct result | 
_ of the infornetion given by Me Kapsembelis to the authorities 

in Athens. Both before oné after his visit to Athens, Me Kepsembels 
selleé on the District Commissioner, Jeruselem, end euphesised how 
epportune was the present time to insist om the Arad laity getting 
no powers under the proposed new Orthodox Petrierchate Ordinence 
which woulé conflict with the suthorities which have siways existed 
for the menegement cf these properties: in other words, thet this 
Administration should de nothing te remove the causes of the 
éispute which broke out in the 1870's. 


Se During some of the interviews between the 
Distriet Commissioner and the representatives of the Patriarchate, 
the opportunity wee taken to explain to them that this Government 
might find difficulty in refusing a request from the Arab leity 
for the enectment of rules for the orgsnisation of the Community's 


sffeirs under the Religious Commanities Ordinsence 1988 (Cape 198), 
if egreerent wee net reached on the yreeses proposals for anew -_- 
Orthodex Patriarchate Ordinence. t will readily be understoed 
thet, during recent negotistions, both the lay community end the 
Petriarchate heave been asked and sdévised to meke larger cencessiozs 


in orcer that the present differences would be removed. 


de I suggest thet the Royal Hellenic Government 
ené the Arehbishop of Thyateire be informed thet this Government 
ie @ming its best endeavours to errive st a settlement sceeptsble 
to both sides of an aneiet and difficult dispute. Should you con 
sider it adviseble I should be greteful if the opportunity might 
be teken to im ress upon them thet the dispute is essentially one 
for 1 settlement end thet Hellenic interference from outside 
Re adés to the difficulties of reeching a solution. In this 


congegtion ejtension is 43x94 te? to peregraph 5 of my saving telecrem 


GPP. 25631 —10,000-. 233-46 
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With the Compliments of the Private 


Secretary to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. 


WS WU rahare~ ca, t. ~~ Qe 
{ lo b<ce Be 194) ¢C 
Z Woe (i 900/30) 


Colonial Office, 
The Church House, 
Great Smith Street, S.W.1 


26th February, 1948. 
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. 26th February, 1948. 
75172/48 Pal. 


heen Crclrlsyy 

In Mr. Creech Jones's absence in New York, 
I am writing to you with reference to his letter 
of the 18th Jamary regarding the Orthodox 
Patrierchate Ordinance. 


We have now heard from the High Conmissioner 
for Palestine that negotiations to arrive at a 
settlement of the long-standing dispute between the 
Orthodox Patriarchate and the Areb Orthodox Community 
have been continued by the District Commissioner, 
Jerusalem District, and the Selicitor General, tut 
so far no agreement hes been reached. 


Although there would appear to be little 
prospect of reconciling the two parties in this 
aifficult dispute, you may rest assured that the 
Government of Palestine, in the short time 
remaining to it, will continue to use its best 
endeavours to arrive at a settlement acceptable 
to both sides. 


hit San cere . 
(sgd.’) W.J.B, OSBORNE. 


om 


The Most Reverend 
Archbishep Germanos. 


copy 
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SAVING, 7. Clear PAL, REF. NO. SF/112/44 
Prom the High Conmissioner for Palestine. C.0, REF. NO. 75172/48 


To The Secretary of State for the Colonies 


16th February, 1948. 


No. 125 Saving. 


Your saving telegrams No.281 of 1947 and 60 of 1948; 
Affairs of the Orthodox Patriarchate. 










Negotiations to arrive at a settlement of the longstanding 
dispute between the Ortodox Patriarchate and the Arab Orthodox 
Community have been continued by the District Commissioner, Jerusalem 
District, and the Solicitor General. Owing to the wmcompromising 

attitude adopted by both parties to the dispute on the essential 

problem of whether or not the Arab liaty should have an authoritative 
voice in the management and administration of the properties of the 
Patriarchate, there is little or no hope of agreement being reached. 


2. The Arab liaty have made many concessions from their origi 
demands; and the Patriarchate, under the moderating influence of 
His Beatitude the Patriarch, came very near to artiving at agreement. 
It may be significant that the Hellenic elements in the Patriarchate | 
appeared to receive new inspiration shortly after the appointment of 
the new Greek Consul General, M. George Kapsambelis, andhave béome 
recalcitrant and less reasonable in their insistence on the Arab 
laity having no rights whatsoever in the managememt of the properties 
of the Patriarchate. Recently, the Greek Consul General paid a 
brief visit to Athens, and there can be nodoubt that the present 
representations made to His Majesty's Government by the Greek 
Ambassador in London and by the Archbishop of Thyateira are a direct 
result of the information given by M. Kapsambelis to the authorities 
in Athens, Both before and after his visit to Athens, M.Kapsambelis 
called on the District Commissioner, Jerusalem, and emphasised how 
opportune was the present time to insist on the Arab laity getting no 
powers under the proposed new Orthodox Patriarchate Ordinance which 
would conflict with the authorities which have always existed for the 
Management of these properties: in other words, that this 
Administration should do nothing toremove the causes of the dispute 
which broke out in the 1870's. 


3. During some of the interviews between the District Commissio 
and the representatives of the Patriarchate, the opportunity was taken 
to explain to them that this Government might find difficulty in 
refusing a request from the Arab laity for the enactment of rules for 
the organisation of the Conmunity's affairs under the Religious 
Communities Ordinance 1928 (Cap. 126), if agreement was not reached on 
the present propesals for a new Orthodox Patriarchate Ordinance. It 
will readily be understood that, during recent negotiations, both the 
lay community and the Patriarchate have been asked and advised to make 
larger concessions in order that the present differences would be 


removed. 


4. I suggest that the Royal Hellenic Government and the 
Archbishop of Thyateira be informed that this Government is using its 
best endeavours to arrive at a settlement acceptable to both sides of 
an ancient and difficult dispute. Should you consider it advisable 
I should be grateful if the opportunity might be taken to impress upon 
yhem that the dispute is essentially one for local settlement and that 
Hellenic interference from outside Palestine adds to the difficulties 
of reaching a solution. In this connection attention is invited to 
paragraph 5 of my saving telegram No. 3 of the 4th Jeuary 1947. 


o 
rd 
* 


*| 


To: 


ARCHBISHOP GERMANOS 


8, Dawson Place, 


i he a 


January Srd, 1948. 


sir, 


His Beatitude the Patriarch of Jerusalem informs me, by 
letter dated 10th December 1947, that subsequent to my visit to 
the competent Departmental Chief in your Office, on the 16th 
October 1947 the Patriarchate's delegation held two meetings with . 
the Governor of Jerusalem Mr. Pollock, at which the latter brought 
forward the claim of the Arab-speaking Executive Committee "that 
the Patriarch in Synod should refer all questions regarding 
administration, furtherance, sale; or other disposal of the 
Patriarchate's property, to the Mixed Council, for advice and 
recommendations" and recommended to the Patriarchate to make 
larger concessions. 


The Holy Synod agreed "that the lay members of the Mixed 
Council give advice and make recommendations for the increase 
of the income of those properties alone of the Patriarchate of 
which 1/3 is used for the needs of the Lay Community, but that 
the final decision belongs to the Patriarch in Synod". And 
that, consequently, "the c ontents of the Srd paragraph of the 
letter of the Secretariat General of the Government of Palestine, 
under ref, SF/584/38 of the 29th April 1942, in which the art. 
12(a) of the Order of 1941 is clarified, remain still in force". 


ABS you see, notwithstanding their apparent concession the 
Community's Executive Committee persist in their interference 
in the administration of monastic property, interference contrary 
to the Rules of the Common Law and the monastical nature of 
the Patriarchate of Jermisalem, as explained by the Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem in their reply to the Government of Jerusalem 
dated 7.7.46. and es I myself have reported in my Memorandum of 
the 29.7.46. addressed tc you. The Governor of Jerusalem 
further declared that the Government of Palestine, yielding to 
the tenacity of the Arab-speaking Executive Committee, will 
publish the Regulations of the Arab-Orthodox Community separately 
from the Patriarchate Ordinance if the Conmunity and the 
Patriarchate views were not reconciled in order to make possible 
the simultaneous publication of both decrees, the one being 
dependent on the other. 


My humble view is that such a unilateral step of the 
Government of Palestine, would add more confusion to the situation, 
I therefore request that the publication of the Ordinance con- 
cerning the Patriarchate, as formulated lately, take place at the 
Same tiMe as the Regulations of the Community, after taking into 
consideration the comments passed on that Draft by the Patriarchate 


on the 18.6,47. 
With the hope that you will not refuse to make the necessary 


recommendations concerning this matter, in order to bring these 
interminable discussions to an end, 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Yours sincerely, 


- (Sgd.) Germanos 
Archbishop of Thyateira. 


The Secretary of State, 


The Colonial Office, 


Whitehall, S.W.1. 





_ 
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PALESTINE “42 WAR 3433 
~ Re . Fn . 
| eke, }B3355/2658/31 Orthodox Patriarchate Ordinance 
FROM whe Greek ~ | The Greek Govt is informed that as from 1st Mar » 
Enbassy — gounjssioner in Palestine has been granted 
No. powers to annul, suspend, modify, put into 
effect any laws or regulations existing there even 
Dated 41th March | fro he time of the Turkish empire. 
12th * It would be appreciated ir the High Comnissioner 
Received } could take advantage of this decision in view 
in Registry of publishing the Ordinance of the Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem, pending up to now, provided 
that this wild be done in agreegenh iWpetet? 
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AMBASSADE ROYALE DE GRECE 
51, Upper Brook Street, 
a le 


+o 


‘a pins | 
| ee aw 
; 

The Greek Ginwey te anreriQe WAR ab4BA 
the lst March 1948 large powers have been granted 
to the High Commissioner in Palestine to annul, 
suspend, modify, put into effect etc. any laws 
or regulations existing there even from the time , 
of the Turkish Empire. 

It would be extremely appreciated if the 
High Commissioner could take advantage of this 
decision in view of publishing the Ordinance of 
the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, pending yp to now, ° 
provided however that this will be done in agree- | 
ment with the Patriarchate. This provision is | 
essential as it is feared that the High Commis- 
sioner may eventually decide to publish a law 
containing clauses which are absolutely rejected 
by the Patriarchate; one of the most unaccep- 


IS 


26 


table clauses being especially that concerning 
@ Mixed Council of Lay and Clerical members 
which would in fact gain control of the 
ownership and administration of the Patriar- 
chate’s property.- 


London, 11th March, 1948. 


fo 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


(51) F.4S 


3149 Wt. 26469/137 100m 9/46 














Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 
Restrigted. 


D. B. 


W.W. Clark, 
Colonial Office 
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(From Mr-/ Balfour 


. i FILE Mp 


X \ 4 /2 March, 


1948. 


Please refer to Burrows’ letter 
E 11669/1916/51 to Trafford Smith, 
enclosing an ei decabiindre about the 
Orthodox Patriarchate, left at the 
Poreign Office by the Greek Ambassador 
on December 9th. I now enclose a copy of 
our answer to this Greek démarche, largely 
based on the High Commissioner's telegram 
to you No. 125 Saving of 16th February. 

Yesterday the Greek Ambassador 
again called and left a further note, 
dated March llth, on the same subject, 
of which 4 copy is also enclosed. The 
suggestion made in it is somewhat radical, 
but in view of the exceptional circum- 
stances on the eve of our withdrawal from 
Palestine, we feel that we should at 
least discuss the matter seriously and 
not turn down the Greek Government's 


suggestion off-hand. I should therefore 


be obliged if we could have an early 


meeting/ 





meeting, to which perhaps the Rev. H.& 
Waddams, of the Church of England Council 
for Foreign Relations, might be called, to 
go into the position and 4iscuss what 
recommendations might perhgpe be made to the 


= 


/2/y 


Government of Palestine. -, 


\ >’ 


= 
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POREIGN OPTICS, 3.¥.1. 


(8 3355/2658/31) 12th March, 1948 


i 


ve Clark, ESiecs 
Colonisl Off 


Please refer to Burrows’ letter E 10ee/ 
19/31 - o as Suith, enclosing an side- 
memoire sbout the Orthodax Patrisrchate, left 
at the veveian Office by the Greek Ambassadcr 

on Sth December. I ncw enclose «a copy @& our 
aneae to this Greek eae are based 
on the High Commissioner's le-rea to you 
Ho. 1236 Saving of 16th Sencaue 


Yesterdey the Greek Ambassador agsin 
called and left se further note, dated *1th March, 
on the seme subject, of which a copy is elso 
enclosed. The suggestion msde in it is sauewhset 


‘pedical, but in view of the exceptional 


phen we feel that ve should at least 
iscuss the matter seriously and not turn down 

the ae Gonek Govermment’s sugzestion off-hand. 

I should therefore be cbliged if we eould hove 

en esrly meet te which perhaps the Reverend 

H. Waddems, of Church of end Council for 


———- Relstions, night be ca » to go 
— end discuss what reconcendstions 
aignt per _— be made to the Government of 
Pa 
(D. Belfour) 


W 


lb 





Colonial Office, 
wa Church House, 

Great Smith Street 
My Reference__ 75172/48. 3. Wel. * 


Your Reference 16th March, 1948. 


Dear Balfour: 


Would you please refer to your letter 
(EB 3355/2658/31) of the 12th March enclosing a further 
note dated the llth March from the Greek Ambassador 
about the Orthodox Patriarchate. 


The Orthodox Patriarchate Ordinance No, 32 of 
194i was enacted by the High Commissioner for Palestine 
on the 10th November, 1941. Clause 1 of the Ordinance 
provides that it shall come into operation on a date to 
be fixed by the High Commissioner by notice in the 
Gazette. Since the enactment of the Ordinance discussions 
have been going on by the Palestine Government with the 
Patriarchate and the Arab laity, but no agreement has 
been reached by the parties concerned on the points on 
which they are at variance, 


As the High Commissioner has pointed out, this 

is essentially a matter for local settlement and since 
the interference of the Greek Government in this matter 
has been one of the main factors in preventing a local 
agreement satisfactory to both parties, we cannot feel 
much sympathy for the plea that our impending withdrawal 
calls for exceptional efforts to meet the Greek Govern- 
ment's wishes. 


We do not feel, in the circumstances, that there 
would be any useful purpose in holding a meeting as 
suggested, but the best course would be for the Greek 
Ambassador to be informed that if it is desired to reach 


D. BALBOUR, ESQ. /finalit 
FOREIGN OFfIGE” : : 
if 


& 


G.R. 


2. 


finality in this matter the best advice they could 
give to the Patriarchate is that endeavours should 
be made to reach agreement with the Arab laity in 
order that the High Commissioner may be in a position 
to bring the law into operation, 


It so happens that J.H.H. Pollock, 
District Commissioner, Jerusalem, who has been 
responsible for conducting the negotiations, is at 
present in this country on a short visit, and if you 
feel that a discussion with him would be useful we 
could arrange this for you. But, as his presence here 
is only going to be of short duration, we suggest that 
you might telephone to him at Mayfair 0164 and ask 
him to come along and see you. /He expects to be here 
for about a week. 


Yours sincerely, 


nl 


(W. We Clark) 


f 


Curzon me elt 


fa 
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Resist, 3355/2658/31 Ig 


D. J.B 
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Draft. note to The Foreign Office present their 




























compliments to the Greek Embassy and with 
reference to their note dated 11th March 
Gree} assy. 
1948 have the honour to inform them that 
the question of the promulgation of an 
Ordinance for the Orthodox Patriarchate 

in Jerusalem has been the object of further 
discussions between the Foreign Office and 
the competent authorities. 

The Government of Palestine have 
undertaken to negotiate a settlement 
acceptable to both parties in this dispute, 
and cannot go back on the moral obligations 


which this undertaking implies or on the 


Copy to principles which have inspired it. Moreover, 
H.M. Embassy, a constitution enacted in agreement with the 
ATHENS. 


Patriarchate but not with the Arab Community 
would in their opinion be of little avail for 
the effective protection of the Patriarchate 
from whatever vicissitudes the immediate 
uncertain future may have in store. The 
Government of Palestine are in fact convinced 
that without the agreement of both sides 
any legislation would be useless.. 

Under these circumstances it is 
of paramount importance that every effort 
should be made to obtain the maximum development 
f a spirit of concession and rriendly 
nderstanding on all sides. Any assistance 


hich the Greek Government can afford towards 


this / 


this specific end will be welcome. 

The British authorities concerned are 
anxious to reach finality in this 
matter, if possible, before their 
withdrawal; they will continue to 
work for a settlement and will, as 
before, maintain close contact with the 
Patriarch as well as with the Arab 
laity. 

H.M. Embassy in Athens, to 
whom a copy of the present note is 
also being sent, will be instructed to 
discuss this matter with the Greek 


Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
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B 3355/2658/31 


The Foreign Office present their compliments 
to the Greek Embassy and, with reference to 
their note dated llth March, 1948, have the 
honour to inform them that the question of the 
promulgation of an Ordinance for the Orthodox 
Patriarchate in Jerusalem has been the object of 
further discussions between the Foreign Office 
and the competent authorities. 


The Government of Palestine have undertaken 
to negotiate a settlement acceptable to both 
parties in th's dispute, and cannot go back on 
the moral obligations which this undertaking 
implies or on the principles wnich have inspired 
it. Moreover, a constitution enacted in 
agreement with the Patriarchate but not with the 
Arab community would in their opinion be of 
little avail for the effective -rotection of 
the Patriarchate from whatever vicissitudes the 
immediate uncertain future may have in store. 
The government of Palestine are in fact convinced 
that without the agreement of both sides any 
legislation would be useless. 


Under these circumstances it is of p1ramount 
importance that every effort should be made to 
obtain the maximum development of 4 spirit of 
concession and friendly understanding on all 
sides. Any assistance which the Greek Government 
can afford towards this specific end will be 
welcome. The British authorities concerned are 
anxious to reach finality in this matter, if 
possible, before their withdrawal; they will 
continue to work for a settlement and will, as 
before, maintain close contact with the Patriarch, 
aS well as With the Arab laity. 


His/ 





» eee 


His Majesty's Zmbassy in Athens, to whom a 
copy of the present note is also being senhf$,will 
be instructed to discuss this matter with the 
Greek Ministry for Poreign Affairs. 


FORSIGN OFFICE, 
“25th March, 1948. 
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oa I enclose copies of papers 


Connected with a Greek démarche made in 
London regarding the position of the 

Orthodox Patriarchate in Jerusalem, viz: 

A Greek Embassy note, dated 11th March 

(which is the 248+ of a series of similar 
notes received in recent months); a 

Colonial Office comment on +ne-—Guesk—nete of 
(io. 151 72/48/ of 16th Garchy 

it; 
Maser ng Wise tiee from the High re 
of Palestine to the Colonial Office (Hosa, 
oz 
yt 4 = 7 b> " ) which gave a fairly 
Feb he ‘948 
comprehensive picture of the sort of problems 
bleu D> by bare bac 

involved and of the unfortunate partyplayed uot 
in the negotiations by KM. Katsambels, who 

has gone to Jerusalem as Greek Consul-General. | 
- er 28e—a-sopy (8 gurrreply 
; Yy- 

to the Greek note of 11th Marchy #fou will 
see that’We hint dweetheés that the Greek 
Government should concentrate on encouraging 
the Greek clergy of the Patriarchate to be 
conciliatory: rather than intransigent, and that 
we ave inform#pg M. Melas that H.M. Embassy 

in Athens will te instructed to discuss the 
matter with the Greek Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. What we should like to have 


conveyed to the latter and, if possible, from 
them to their Consgulate-General in Jerusalem, 
«s ’ Kopnemnenl, . 

- Should Mr. Katsambele feel 
disposed to intervene in the Patriarchate 
and use his influence to support the more 


moderate / 


moderate elements which favour a 
compromise agreement, such action will 
always te useful and may prove decisive. 
On the other hand, the Ministry for Foreig 
Affairs should appreciate that, in view 
of the circumstances explained in our 
note to the Embassy, any intervention 
the Cprtakfamsral 5 
on Rie part with a view to strengthening 
the tendency to intransigence and 
suspicion would te not only useless, but — 
positively harmful, and would be against 
the real interests of the Greek clergy y 
+i the Patriarchate, who would find 
themselves, in conseyuence, <deulbky even nm 
exposed to the future evils which the 
Ministry apprehend. 
We should be obliged if you 

could find an opportunity of putting 

this orally to the right person at the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs who would 
be, presumably, M. Penne aaee ae whoever 
is now in charge of the section dealing 
with &cclesiastical &ffairs. 

Mr. Pollock, District Commissioner for 
Jerusalem, with whom we have recently 
discussed this whole questiagy, has 
assured us that the Greek Government, if 
they could te induced to take the right 
line, Seer he of real use in the negotiatiogs 
for which he has been, and continues to be, 
recy responsible. We have not, 
however, felt it possible to incorporate 


such / 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 


No. 
Top Secret. ge 
Secret. 
Confidential. > 
Restricted. ; 
Open. such a direct mention of i Katsambe]s 
Draft. in a formal note to the Embassy here, 


nor can we be sure that a hint made orally 
here will be accurately passed on, and 


properly understood in Athens. 


ay. 
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FO cIGN OFFICE, SeWele 
Gh 
tet April, 1%8. 


(8 3555/2658/31) 


zao. 
Hy dear Fatice, 
v 


I enclose copies of papers connected with a Greek 
démarche made in London regarding the position of the 
Orthodox Patriarchate in Jerusalem, viz: a Greek Rnbassy 
note, dated 11th March (which is the latest of a series of 

/ similar notes received in recent months); a Colonial Office 
‘ comment on it (No. 75172/48 of 16th March); a Foreign Office 
ff note replying to it; and two Saving telegrams from the 
J High Commissioner of Palestine to the Colonial Office (No. 3 
/ of 4th January 1947 and No. 125 of 16th February 1948) which 
f gave a fairly comprehensive picture of the sort of problems 
j involved and of the unfortunate part believed to have been 
played recently in the negotiations by M. Katsambelis, who 
has gone to Jerusalem as Greek Consul-General. 


You will see that in our reply to the Greek note of 
1ith Maréh, we hint that the Greek Govermemt should 
concentrate on encoursging the Greek clergy of the Patriarchate 
to be conciliatory rather than intransigent, and that we 
inform M. Melas that His Majesty's Embassy in Athens will be 
instructed to discuss the matter with the Greek Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs. What we should like to have conveyed to 
the latter and, if possible, fram them to their Consulate- 
General in Jerusalem, is the following comment. Should 
Mr. Katsambelis feel disposed to intervene in the Patriarchate 
and use his influence to support the more moderate elements 
which favour a compromise agreement, such action will always 
be useful and may prove decisive. On the other hand, the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs should appreciate that, in view 
of the circumstances explained in our note to the Embassy, 
any intervention on the Consul-General’s part with a view 
to strengthening the tendemy to intransigence and suspicion 
would be not only useless, but positively harmful, and would 
be against the real interests of the Greek clergy of the 
Patriarchate, who would find themselves, in consequene, 
even more exposed to the future evils which the Ministry 
apprehend. 


we should be obliged if you cowld find an opportunity 
of putting this orally to the right person at the Ministry for 
Foreign Beteirs who would be, presumably, M. Pipinellis 
himself, or whoever is now in charge of the section dealing 
with Scclesiastical Affairs. Mr. Pollock, District 
Commissioner for Jerusdem, with whom we have recently 
discussed this whole question here, has assured us that the 
Greek Government, if they could be induced to take the right 
line, could be of real use in the negotiations for which he 
has been, and continues to be, chiefly responsibly. We have 
not, however, felt it possible to incorporate such a direct 
mention of M. Katsambelis in a formal note to the Enbassy 
here, nor can we be sure that a hint made orally here will 
be accurately passed on, and properly understood in Athens. 


fons eve, 


5¢(D. Balfour) 


bL.P. Reilly BSqe, O.B.E. 
Athens. Ee 
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My chews Dowel, 


Please refer to your letter (E.3355/2658/31) of 
April 6th to Patrick Reilly about the Mixed Council of Lay 
and Clerical Members of the Council of the Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem. 


We have discussed the matter with M. Pappas, head of ~ 
Church Affairs at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and impressed 
upon him the necessity of reaching an agreement before our 
withdrawal from Palestine. M. Pappas agreed that this was 
highly desirable and added that although both parties, i.e. 
the Patriarchate and Arab laity, had made concessions, they 
were equally to blame for failing to reach an agreement. 


With regard to action by the Greek Consul~General with 
a view to promoting agreement among the parties concerned, Me 
Pappas thought that, with the present state of law and order in 
Palestine, it was very difficult for M. Capsambelis to visit 
people frequently. Each time he wanted to see the Patriarch 
for example, he had to obtain permission from Arabs and Jews and 
go under a strong armed escort. But even if he succeeded in 
contacting the Patriarch the competent Arab personalities 
concerned were now scattered throughout the country. M. Pappas 
was however sending instructions to Me Capsambelis to report on 
the present position and promised to let us know es soon as he 
had a reply. 


/Referring see 
David Balfour, Esa.e, 


Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.de 
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Referring to Mr. Pollock, M. Pappas remarked 
that before leaving Jerusalem for London, the gentleman 
had spoken to the Greek Consul-General of his intention 
to discuss the matter with the Colonial Office and to 
prepare a paper containing tentative suggestions on terms 
on which an agreement might be negotiated between the Holy 
Synod and the Orthodox laity. It appeared however that 
no such paper had so far been produced and valuable time 


has thus been lost. 


Yorn 


a de Tle 
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